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Description 
Guitar Slide 

Background of Invention 

[0001] stringed instruments have enjoyed popularity with musi- 
cians and audiences alike for many years. As string in- 
struments have grown in popularity the desire to make 
different sounds emanate from them has become impor- 
tant. Musicians have used glass bottles, socket wrenches 
and other things, which are "slid" along one or more 
strings of the instruments. These items will vibrate along 
the string and create a different sound than if the string 
was plucked with a finger. Each material provides for a 
different sound when used during the course of playing 
the instrument. 

[0002] Musicians have used several different slides over the 
years. One widely accepted version is a cylindrical tube 
with open ends made from glass, brass or steel, which 
covers an entire finger of the musician. Several improve- 
ments over the simple tube have been made such as those 
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,251,527 to Roberts, issued on 



October 12, 1993, where the inside of the tube is tapered 
to fit better on the finger of the musician. 

[0003] This form of slide has several disadvantages in that it ren- 
ders the finger over which it is worn as inflexible and un- 
able to bend. When the musician wishes to resume normal 
play they must remove the slide, which can lead to issues 
with timing during play. 

[0004] other slides have attempted to address this issue by pro- 
viding means to rotate them out of the way as such as 
those shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,981,856 to Story, issued on 
November 9, 1999, and in U.S. Pat. No. 5,492,046 to 
Jimenez, issued on February 20th, 1996. This manner of 
rotation still requires some dexterity on the part of the 
musician to move the slide out of the way while still main- 
taining the timing of play. 

[0005] Further slides have allowed a musician to slide a single 
string with a single finger through the use of smaller 
cylindrical or semi-cylindrical slide shapes that may be at- 
tached in various ways to a single finger of the musician. 
Two examples of these are shown in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,817,488, issued on April 4, 1989 to de los Santos, and 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,515,762, issued on May 14, 1996 to 
Perkins, et. al. The slide from the "488 patent is attached 



at the mid-segment of a single player's finger leaving the 
end portion of the finger to play normally. Use of this 
slide is awkward and requires significant practice before 
mastering. The "762 patent disclosed a slide that is worn 
on the end of a single finger of the musician and has a 
cap that is used to make contact with a single string and 
apparently needs to be removed when playing the guitar 
normally. 

[0006] Therefore a need exists for a musician to be able to slide 
across a single string or any combination of strings of a 
stringed musical instrument and be able to play the guitar 
normally without removing the slide. 

[0007] The present invention addresses these shortcomings with 
a novel design that allows the slide to be worn perma- 
nently to generate desired musical effects, and yet allows 

for normal playing of a stringed musical instrument. 
Summary of Invention 

[0008] objectives of this invention include providing a fingering 

device that allows a user to slide one or more strings of a 

stringed musical instrument. 
[0009] Another objective of the invention is to provide a slide 

that allows the user to contact a single string of the 

stringed musical instrument. 



[0010] a further objective of the invention is to provide a slide 
that is made of glass, brass or steel. 

[° 011 ] Still another objective of the invention is to provide a plu- 
rality of slides that can contact as many or all of the 
strings of a stringed musical instrument as desired by the 
user. 

[0012] a yet further objective of the invention is to allow the user 
to play a stringed musical instrument normally while 
wearing the invention. 

[0013] These and other objectives and advantages of the inven- 
tion are obtained by the improved slide of the present in- 
vention. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0014] The accompanying drawings, which form part of the spec- 
ification and are incorporate therein, illustrate several em- 
bodiments of the present invention but are in no way con- 
strued as limiting the invention. In the drawings: 

[0015] FIG I is a close up bottom view of a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention showing all components; 

[0016] FIG 2 is a side view of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention showing all components; 

[0017] FIG 3 is a top view of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention showing all components; 



[0018] FIG 4 is a side view of a preferred embodiment of the 

present invention showing all components while on a mu- 
sician's forefinger; and 

[0019] FIG 5 is a bottom view of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention while on a musician's forefinger. 

[0020] FIG 6 is a palm view of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention with a slide present on each of the 
player's fingers of the left hand; 

[0021] FIG 7 is a side view of a preferred embodiment of the 

present invention while the player is engaging the slide in 
contact with a string; 

[0022] FIG 8 is a close up side view of a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention in contact with a string from a 
stringed instrument while the player is engaging the slide 
in contact with a string; and 

[0023] FIG 9 is a close up top (palm) view of a preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention showing all components in 
contact with a string from a stringed instrument while the 
player is engaging the slide in contact with a string at suf- 
ficient pressure to play a normal note. 

[0024] FIG 10 is a close up bottom view of a second embodiment 
of the present invention showing all components; 

[0025] FIG ll is a side view of a second embodiment of the 



present invention showing ail components; 

[0026] FIG 12 is a top view of a second embodiment of the 
present invention showing all components; 

[0027] FIG 13 is a side view of a second embodiment of the 

present invention while on a musician's forefinger; and 

[0028] FIG 14 is a bottom view of a second embodiment of the 
present invention while on a musician's forefinger. 

[0029] FIG 15 is a palm view of a second embodiment of the 
present invention with a slide present on each of the 
player's fingers of the left hand; 

[0030] FIG 16 is a side view of a second embodiment of the 

present invention while the player is engaging the slide in 
contact with a string; 

[0031] FIG 17 is a close up side view of a second embodiment of 
the present invention n contact with a string from a 
stringed instrument while the player is engaging the slide 
in contact with a string; and 

[0032] FIG 18 is a close up top (palm) view of a second embodi- 
ment of the present invention in contact with a string 
from a stringed instrument while the player is engaging 
the slide in contact with a string at sufficient pressure to 

play a normal note. 
Detailed Description 



[0033] | n a preferred embodiment, the guitar slide l generally as 
shown in Figures 1-9, comprises finger ring 2 preferably 
having gap 10 in the circumference for adjustability, 
joined at one end 3 preferably by soldering, welding or 
other permanent attachment to slide support connector 4. 
The slide support connector 4 is fashioned preferably in 
the shape of the letter "T." The other end 5 of the slide 
support connector 4 is preferably embedded within the 
material used to form the body of the slide 6. The body of 
the slide 6 has a circular openingzto receive the tip of a 
musician's finger and is generally shaped as a tapered 
cylinder down to a narrow tip 8. Preferably, a transverse 
shallow groove 9 of sufficient width and depth to cover 
the radial circumference of a guitar string is present at 8. 

[0034] | n operation, the guitar slide is worn on any finger desired 
by the musician. The finger tip is inserted through the fin- 
ger ring 2 into opening Zand the finger ring 2 is tight- 
ened, thereby reducing the gap 10 such that the slide fits 
snuggly around the base of the finger tip as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 5. When the player wishes to play a slide note, 
or even chords when wearing multiple slides as shown in 
Fig. 6, the musician will align the slide above the string to 
be played at the point along the stringed musical instru- 



ment associated with the particular pitch of the note de- 
sired and press down sufficiently to change the sound as 
required as shown in Fig. Zand Fig. 8. Further pressure 
will allow the player to play a normal note as the nearest 
fret will reduce the note normally and no slide sound will 
be heard as shown in Fig. 9. 

[0035] | n accordance with a second embodiment of the invention, 
guitar slide 21 is show generally in Figures 10-18. In this 
embodiment, there are three slide support connectors 23a, 
23b, and 23c as shown in Figures iOand 11 specifically. 
Finger ring 22 with gap 30 connects at 24a, 24b, and 24c to 
the slide support connectors 16, 16a, and 16b respectively. 
Again, each of the other ends 25a, 25b, and 25c. of the 
slide support connectors 24a, 24b, and 24c, respectively, is 
embedded within the material used to form slide body 26. 
In this embodiment, slide body 26 has with a convex inner 
surface 27to cover the tip of a musician's finger and a 
concave outer surface 28. Preferably, a transverse shallow 
groove 29 is present across the outer surface 28. 

[0036] This embodiment is very similar in operation to the first 
embodiment's operation described above. The guitar slide 
is worn on any finger desired by the musician. The finger 
tip is inserted through the finger ring 22 into opening 27 



and the finger ring 22 is tightened, thereby reducing the 
gap 30 such that the slide fits snuggly around the base of 
the finger tip as shown in Figs. 13 and 14. When the player 
wishes to play a slide note, or even chords when wearing 
multiple slides as shown in Fig. 15, the musician will align 
the slide above the string to be played at the point along 
the stringed musical instrument associated with the par- 
ticular pitch of the note desired and press down suffi- 
ciently to change the sound as required as shown in Fig. 
16 and Fig. 17. Further pressure will allow the player to 
play a normal note as the nearest fret will reduce the note 
normally and no slide sound will be heard as shown in Fig. 
18. 



